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Short  Guide  to  the 
Snowdonia  National  Forest  Park 

The  Snowdonia  National  Forest  Park,  established  in  1937,  consists 
of  two  large  forests,  Gwydyr  and  Beddgelert,  on  either  side  of 
Snowdon  in  North  Wales.  Gwydyr  Forest,  which  is  centred  on  the 
charming  village  of  Betws  y  Coed,-the  "Chapel  in  the  Woods"- 
hes  in  the  valley  of  the  River  Conway  and  its  tributary  streams-the 
Machno,  the  Lledr,  and  the  Llugwy.  Its  woods  stand  on  steep 
slopes  rising  from  torrents  and  waterfalls  to  high  plateaux  which 
give  the  visitor  grand  views  over  the  great  peaks  of  Snowdonia  a  few 
TS?  M    ?,re^ ,Beddgelert  Forat  faces  Snowdon  from  the  slopes 

l!   D    Ue FS*  and  indudes  outIving  woods  ™  Nant  Gwynant 
and  the  Pass  of  Aberglaslyn.  Both  Forests  are  mainly  in  Caernarvon- 

t  t'%  e  ,f0rmed'  SinCe  1951'  part  of  the  Snowdonia  National 
wu  T  Z  CXtent  1S  24'°°°  acres'  equivalent  to  37  square  miles 
Wnen  the  Forestry  Commission  began  its  work  here  in  1921  most 
of  the  present  forest  land  was  bare  hillside  of  low  grazing  value,  or 
else  old  woodland  from  which  the  trees  had  been  cleared  Every  year 
since  then  thousands  of  young  trees  have  been  planted,  to  extend  the 
tapestry  ofvaried  green  over  these  hills,  and  the  young  woods  now 
cover  15  000  acres.  The  better  ground  has  been  kept  as  small  farms 
and  holdings  which  diversify  the  view,  while  the  highest  land  re- 
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